
Dear Resident: 
 Did you know that your 
Fire District serves an area of 164 
square miles from five fire sta-
tions?  Each station has at least 
three Firefighter/EMT’s assigned 
each day. These career personnel 
are augmented by a volunteer 
reserve staff. In 2009, the District 
responded to about 3,600 medical 
and fire incidents. 
 The Fire District has 
been very active in recent years 
applying for state and federal 
grants in order to supplement our 
local tax dollars. Just recently, the 
Fire District received a $600,000 
federal grant towards the pur-
chase of a new ladder platform 
truck. This truck, which should 
service the community for 20 
years, will be the first of its kind 
for the Fire District. 
 Besides our emergency 
responses, our personnel have 

participated in various community 
events throughout the District. 
Firefighters also volunteered at 
the Help for Homes project, raised 
money for Muscular Dystrophy 
and childhood cancer research, 
and other community needs. 
 On July 14, 2010, the 
Fire District’s Board of Directors 
adopted Resolution 2010-06, 
which urges voter opposition to 
Proposition 101, Amendment 60 
and Amendment 61 during the 
November 2, 2010 election. The 
resolution states, in part, “Any one 
of these ballot questions, if 
passed, would cause dramatic 
reductions to the Fire District's 
public funding and impair its abil-
ity to meet its Emergency Service 
obligations.  Should all three of 
these ballot questions pass, the 
effect would cripple the Fire Dis-
trict's operations”.   
 The Resolution further 
states that 98% of the Fire Dis-

trict’s revenue comes from prop-
erty and specific ownerships 
taxes. Should these ballot ques-
tions pass, “this would place the 
Fire District into an immediate 
financial crisis, as it would dra-
matically reduce its annual oper-
ating revenue without any time to 
make appropriate reductions in 
service levels”. For more informa-
tion or a copy of this Resolution, 
please visit the Fire District’s web-
site, www.gbfpd.org, or contact 
me at 303-659-4101. 
 As always, please stop 
by any fire station and the fire-
fighters will be happy to show you 
around and answer any questions 

you may have.  
We are here for 
you! 
 
Mark A. Bodane 
Fire Chief 

Letter from the Chief 

Home Cooking Fires on the Rise 
 When you turn on the 
stove or oven in your home, you 
probably never have any thoughts 
about fire or the possibility of it.  
You should though.  Kitchen and 
cooking fires are the number one 
cause of home fires today and they 
are on the rise. 
 Kitchen fires can be more 
dangerous than other fires because 
their main ingredient is generally 
grease or oil.  This makes them 
much more difficult to put out. 
 Its easy enough to say 
that if you have a fire not to panic.  
However, that is ex-
actly what most people 
do.  The panic brings 
fear and common 
sense and reason van-
ish.  That is probably 
why most people who 
have kitchen fires do 
all the wrong things.  

That and the fact that from the first 
time we see fire as children we are 
taught that if you have a fire, you put 
water on it. 
 Unfortunately, with 
kitchen fires, this is a problem be-
cause the water will not mix with the 
grease or oil, and will in turn make 
the fire bigger. 
 The other thing most 
people do when they have a fire is 
move the pot or pan that is on fire.  
They don’t gently move the pot, that 
would take too long.  In the rush to 
extinguish their fire they quickly 

grab the handle and 
swing around, gener-
ally aiming for the sink.  
During the rapid, force-
ful movement, the 
grease spills out of the 
pan, taking the fire with 
it to whatever it 
touches, including skin.  

Once the pot is thrown into the sink 
the water is turned on full blast, 
spreading the flames and hot oil 
even further. 
 This is our most basic 
instinct where fire is concerned.  
Unfortunately, most people don’t 
change their way of thinking about 
cooking fires until they’ve had one 
in their home or know someone who 
has. 
 The question is, what can 
be done to make cooking fires de-
crease?  The first line of defense is 
always prevention.  If most people 
thought of cooking as a fire danger 
every time they turn on their stove 
or oven, that might change the way 
they behave while cooking. 
 These days most people’s 
lives are so busy that its extremely 
easy to get distracted from any task, 
especially if there are children in 
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Fire Station Open HouseFire Station Open HouseFire Station Open HouseFire Station Open House    
Saturday, September 18Saturday, September 18Saturday, September 18Saturday, September 18    
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All Greater Brighton Fire Stations 
will be hosting open houses.  Join 

us for free hot dogs, chips and 
drinks and many fun events. 

A detailed list of events and sta-
tion locations can be found on our 

website at www.gbfpd.org 
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the home.  There are ways to ensure that this doesn’t hap-
pen: 

• Do not leave the kitchen while cooking.  If you abso-
lutely must and you are cooking on the stove, turn off 
the burners.  If you have something in the oven, take 
a portable timer with you such as an egg timer so you 
will know when the oven is finished. 

• Absolutely do not leave your home while cooking 
something in your oven.  Some ovens have timers that will turn off 
the oven when the time is up.  However, that timer won’t be of any 
help if the food in the oven does catch fire. 

• Keep your cell phone and home phone close by you in the kitchen 
so you don’t have to leave to answer the phone. 

• Do not start cooking after taking any medication that makes you 
sleepy or dizzy. 

  
 These are the best ways to make sure that a fire does not start, 
but we are human, and that means that sometimes we might forget things 
that we already know.  A cooking fire does not have to be a devastating 
fire.  If you do have a fire in your home, stay calm and make good deci-
sions.  Of course you want to put a fire out quickly, but there are ways to 
quickly and safely extinguish a fire without causing more damage: 

• If the fire is on your stove, DO NOT MOVE THE PAN!  This is likely 
to spread the fire and cause major burns. 

• Cover with a lid or cookie sheet then turn off the heat to the burner.  

(Continued from page 1) 

also requires that those children 
are in the back seat of the vehicle. 

After your child turns 1 and has 
met the 20 pound weight require-
ment, it is your choice whether to 
put that child in a rear or forward-
facing seat.  The law requires that 
children who are between the ages 

of 1 year and 3 years need to be in a rear or 
forward-facing seat as long as you are following 
the manufacturer instruction for your seat.  It is 
important to remember that even though the law 
does not require a 5-point harness for these 
children, most children under 4 are small 
enough to continue to use the 5-point harness 
and are much safer being restrained this way.  It 
is recommended by Safety Advocates that you 
keep your child in a 5-point harness until they 
weigh at least 40 pounds or to the uppermost 
weight for the seat you have. 

Part of the change in the law that might affect 
some families is that the booster requirement 
was changed to a primary law.  The 1 year and 

On August 1, 2010 new Colorado 
Carseat Law changes went into 
effect.  Most people might be won-
dering how the changes will affect 
them. 

The biggest change to go into 
effect was the part of the law that 
deals with booster seats.  This part 
of the law was somewhat vague previously as far 
as how long a child had to be in a booster.  The 
law now clearly states that children must be in 
a booster seat until they are 8 years old.  The 
only exception would be an exceptionally tall or 
heavy child who is under 8 years old.  It’s im-
portant to follow the manufacturer’s instructions 
for the seat that your child uses as they are all 
different.  Beyond this, if you are unsure, ask a 
certified carseat technician. 

Booster seats are not the only part of the law that 
was effected.  There were changes to all parts of 
the law.  Children who are under 1 year of age 
are required to be rear facing until they are 
both 1 year old and 20 pounds.  The law now 

20 pounds is also a primary law.  This means that 
an officer does not have to have any other rea-
son for pulling you over other than to check 
your carseat. 

It is important to remember that the law is de-
signed to keep your child safe.  Some of the laws 
or requirements might seem extremely incon-
venient at times, but convenience will not pro-
tect your child in a crash. 

The bottom line is that seatbelts are not de-
signed for children.  Carseats and booster seats 
are designed to protect your child in the event 
of a crash. 

If you need help with carseats in your vehicle or 
have questions, please call us at 303-659-4101..  
We have several certified technicians who can 
help you with your carseat, but we prefer you 
schedule an appointment to make sure one of 

our techs will be available when 
you are.■ 

Cooking Fires, continued 

Colorado Child Seat Law has changed... 

You can also use a fire extinguisher if you have one nearby.  
Most important, DO NOT USE WATER! 
• If the fire is in your oven or microwave, do not open the 
door.  Turn off the appliance, leave your home and call 9-1-1. 
  
No matter what steps you take to extinguish your  fire you 
should always call 9-1-1.  Firefighters will make sure the fire 
has not spread beyond it’s starting point. 
 
 As a side note, I recently saw a news program that 

had a person extinguish a fire on the stove with a wet towel.  This will 
work, but there could be some problems.  First, you have to find a towel 
and take time to wet it, then you have to get your arms and body close 
enough to the flames to lay the towel on the pan.  In a rush to put the fire 
out it’s not likely that the towel will be gently placed on the fire.  It would 
be more likely that in an effort to get the job done while also avoiding the 
head and flames, the towel will be thrown onto the fire, which could splat-
ter the grease or oil spreading the fire and causing burns.  The goal is to 
remove the oxygen from the fire, and that can be achieved with a lid or a 
larger pan or a cookie sheet placed carefully over the fire. 
  
 Another “go to” method of putting out a cooking fire is to use 
baking soda.  This will put your fire out, but be absolutely certain that what 

you are using is baking soda and not 
flour or sugar.  Flour and sugar are 
both extremely flammable and would 
likely make your fire larger rather than 
putting it out.■ 

Never leave cooking unattended, set  
a portable timer if you must leave the 
kitchen while you have food cooking. 

Page 2 Fire Lines 

Children are now required by 
law to be in a booster seat 
until they are 8 years old....    



at several intersections in our 
fire district and put the Officers 
through a training program 
($43,398), and purchase a plat-
form ladder truck ($600,000).   

FEMA also awarded the District a 
total of $325,140 
through the Safer 
Grant that has 
allowed the hiring 
of three additional 
career firefight-
ers.  That money 
is given to the 

District over a period of 5 years.  
We have already received the 
first year portion of $118,000. 

The District will continue to seek 
out grant money as it becomes 
available in an effort to better 
serve the citizens of our commu-
nity. 

chase of supplies ($1500) that 
will benefit our existing Child 
Seat Program. 

The Colorado Department of 
Public Health granted the Dis-
trict $5000 toward the purchase 
five new AED’s for 
our vehicles. 

New radios and 
personal protective 
equipment will be 
purchased with a 
$7500 grant 
awarded by Tri 
County Health Department. 

FEMA awarded the District a 
total of $850,398 through the 
Assistance to Firefighters Grant.  
The District was able to purchase 
a tanker ($207,000), put Opti-
coms (stop light signal sensor)  

Grant Funding Well Spent 
Since 2008, the Greater Brighton 
Fire Protection District has re-
ceived a total of $1,439,705  in 
grants. 

Walmart donated $2000 to our 
Fire Prevention Program.   

We have received a total of  
$454,000 in Energy and Mineral 
Grants.  A tanker ($115,000), 
brush truck ($50,000), SCBA Air 
and Light Trailer ($34,000), and 
an engine and computer soft-
ware ($255,000) were purchased 
with those funds. 

FM Global awarded the District 
$1300 that was used to purchase 
a projector and screen to use for 
educational presentations within 
our community. 

Colorado Department of Trans-
portation will help with the pur-
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You can play an important role in prevention and 
safety in your home.  Search your home for 
dangers and if you have any “NO’s” make sure 
you correct them. 

YES    NO 
1. Can you see your house numbers from the street? 

___    ___ 
 
2. Do you have the emergency phone numbers on 
your telephone? 

___    ___ 
 
3. Do you have your address on your telephone? 

___    ___ 
 
4. Does everyone in the family know the number to 
call for an emergency? 

___    ___ 
 
5. Do you have at least one fire extinguisher in your 
home? 

___    ___ 
 
6. Do you know how to put out a grease fire? How?  

___    ___ 
 
7. Are all the electrical cords in your house in good 
condition? Unplug before checking!! 

___    ___ 
 
8. Do you have only one cord in an outlet? 

___    ___ 
 
9. Does your family have a plan to show how each 
one of you would escape from any room in the house 
incase of fire? 

___    ___ 
 
10. Does your family practice regular fire drills? 

___    ___ 
 
11. Can you find the nearest exit in the dark? Try it! 

___    ___ 
 
12. Do you have a meeting place so you will know 
everyone is outside and safe? 

___    ___ 
 
13. Do friends staying overnight know your family 
escape plan? 

___    ___ 
 
14. Do you practice Stop, Drop and Roll? 

___    ___ 
 
15. Do you test your smoke alarms at least once a 
month? 

___    ___ 
 
16. Do you change the batteries in your  smoke 
detectors twice a year? 

___    ___ 
 
17. In the kitchen, is the stove clean and uncluttered, 
and does an adult stay close the whole time some-
thing is cooking? 

___    ___ 
 
18. Are matches and lighters locked up and away 
from children? 

___    ___ 
 
19. Are paints, gasoline and other flammable liquids 
stored away from heat, flame and sparks and outside 
the house? 

___    ___ 

Family Home Hazard 

Inspection Checklist 

Having an escape plan 

can save precious time 

during a fire 

Kids Section...Fire Safety Crossword 
ACROSS: 
1. These help keep your home warm, but 
children should not play by them. 
4. This is used for light, and you should 
never drape anything over it. 
8. You should change these in your smoke 
alarm every 6 months. 
10. This is hot and dark, and if you have 
one in your house you need to get outside. 
 
DOWN: 
2. This sounds a warning if there is smoke. 
3.  This is what you should do if there is a 
fire in your home. 
5.  You and your family should practice an 
escape _______. 
6. Kids should never play with these. 
7.  These plug into the wall and kids 
should never play with them. 
9.  A fire makes a lot of this, which makes 
it hard to breathe and to see. 

See if you can get all the answers to the fire safety 

crossword.  All the words have to do with fire or safety. 

Across: 1. heaters, 4. lamp, 8. batteries, 10. fire  Down: 2. alarm, 3. escape, 5. plan, 6. matches, 7. cords, 9. smoke 
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Check us out on the web: 

www.gbfpd.org 

GREATER BRIGHTON  
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

425 South Main Street 
Brighton, CO 80601 

Phone: 303-659-4101 
Fax: 303-659-4103 
Email: comments@brightonfire.org 
    

Find us onFind us onFind us onFind us on    FacebookFacebookFacebookFacebook    
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The Greater Brighton Fire Pro-
tection District and Platte Val-

ley Ambulance will be offering 
CPR and First Aid classes to the 
public on the second Saturday 
of January, April, July and Oc-

tober of each year. 
 

Cost:  $30 CPR, $20 First Aid ($50 for both)  Fee includes your 
certification card upon completion of the class. 
 
When: October 9, 2010 
 
Where: To Be Determined 
 
Time: 8 am - 5 pm  
CPR will be held in the morning from 8 am - 
12 pm and First Aid will be from 1 pm - 5 pm.  
You can sign up for one or both of the classes. 
 

To register, please call 303-659-4101.  Pre-
payment is required by cash or check.  Class 

size is limited. 

CPR and First Aid Classes 
We have started a new program 
here at Greater Brighton Fire.  We 
would like to invite preschool age 
kids to join us for story time at the 
firehouse. 
 
At story time you get to meet real firefighters and have a 
tour of their fire station.  Then you’ll get to eat a snack with 
them while listening to a story.  Then one of our firefighters 
will show you all the stuff they wear into a fire.  You’ll also 
get to have some fun things to take home with you. 
 
Story time is free, is held once per month and rotates 
through our five fire stations.  We do require pre-
registration as space is limited. 
 
To register, please call Dawn Blunt at 303-659-4101 Ext. 111. 

 
 

Story Time at the Firehouse 

Visit our website at www.gbfpd.org to 
find out more about the program and to 
get a detailed list of the upcoming times 
and station locations. 


